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METS SCHEMA
A General Review
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Container Standards– Carry and transmit
METS – Metadata Encoding and Transmission 
Standard, schema developed by LOC
 MARC – Machine Readable Cataloging
 MPEG21 – Moving Pictures Experts Group, open 
framework for multimedia applications
 OAI-ORE – Open Archives Initiative Object Reuse 
and Exchange
 MXF – Material Exchange Format
 AVI – Audio Video Interleaved
Content rules and schemas
 AACR2 – Anglo-American Cataloguing Rules (2)
 RDA – Resource Description and Access
 ALTO—Analyzed Layout and Text Object, schema 
developed by the LOC
 Dublin Core—Dublin Core Metadata Initiative
 MODS—Metadata Object and Description Schema, 
schema developed by MARC standards office and LOC
 PREMIS—Preservation Metadata developed by LOC
 And others…
LOD & Registries
 PRONOM https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/PRONOM/Default.aspx
 Unified Digital Format Registry (UDFR) http://www.udfr.org/
 Planets Core Registry 
http://justsolve.archiveteam.org/wiki/Planets_Core_Registry
 Digital Record and Object Identification (DROID) http://digital-
preservation.github.io/droid/
 Linked Data Registry 
http://ukgovld.github.io/ukgovldwg/guides/registry.html
 ORCID http://orcid.org/
 Getty Vocabularies as Linked Open Data 
http://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/lod/
What is METS 
(©LYRASIS, presented for educational purposes only, not for distribution)
 METS is an XML Schema designed for the purpose of 
creating XML document instances that express the 
hierarchical structure of digital library objects, the 
names and locations of the files that comprise those 
objects, and the associated metadata.
 A package for
 Descriptive and administrative metadata (technical, digital 
provenance, rights, source)
 Structural metadata
 Focus is on complex digital library objects
More About METS 
(©LYRASIS, presented for educational purposes only, not for distribution)
 Records relationships among the metadata and 
among the pieces of the complex objects
 Can be a unit of storage (e.g. OAIS AIP) or 
a transmission format (e.g. OAIS SIP or DIP)
 Content-type independent
 Batch processing for creation, processing, retrieval, 
and presentation
 Can be encoded with a text editor, XML editor, or a 
forms-based user interface
More Provision of METS 
(©LYRASIS, presented for educational purposes only, not for distribution)
 Identifying the files or parts of files that comprise the 
content of a digital entity, and expressing their 
structure
 Linking Descriptive metadata with digital content
 Linking Administrative metadata with digital content
 Linking behavior definitions and program code with 
digital content and with associated metadata
 Wrapping digital content, and associated metadata
METS sections
Example (1) METS/ALTO at MHS
 Title METS Object (example)
 Issue METS Object (example)
 Reel METS Object (example)
Example (2) LC METS
 http://www.loc.gov/standards/premis/louis-2-1-
mets.xml
 https://www.loc.gov/item/gottlieb.09611/
Example (3) Linking Ideas (metadata)
Feeling a little underwater?
Need to know…
 Understand what an information package is…
 Understand how to basically describe an 
improperly bundled information package and a 
properly bundled information package…
 How and when to embed metadata in files…
 How and when to capture additional metadata…
 How and why to advocate for DAM…
 How and why to advocate for Digital 
Preservation…
Need to create…
 MHS Core – core METS schema for digital object item 
types and content display; container standards need 
identified and content standards need identified.
 Montana Memory Project application profile (& DPLA)
 ArchivesWest application profile
 SirsiDynix application profile
 NDNP application profile
 Temporary workflows to capture retrospective and 
ongoing project information
 Permanent solution involving DAM and Digital 
Preservation systems
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